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Dr Dipesh Navsaria is a pediatrician, occasional children's librarian, public health professional and child health advocate.
He practices primary-care pediatrics at a community health center working with underserved populations. He is
involved in advocacy training for residents, medical students, and practicing physicians. His educational interests also
include public and population health training for clinicians. Additionally, Dr Navsaria is strongly engaged with early
literacy programs in health care settings, particularly around ideas of early brain and child development, which include
neurobiological effects of adversity and poverty upon the developing brain. A dynamic speaker who easily translates
basic science and clinical medicine for a wide variety of audiences in order to shape programs and policy, Dr Navsaria
lectures locally, regionally and nationally on early literacy, early brain and child development, child health advocacy and
technology. Dr Dipesh Navsaria is a pediatrician, occasional children's librarian, public health professional and child
health advocate. A dynamic speaker who easily translates basic science and clinical medicine for a wide variety of
audiences in order to shape programs and policy, Dr Navsaria lectures locally, regionally and nationally on early literacy,
early brain and child development, child health advocacy and technology.

Dr. Richard Van Acker is an Emeritus Professor of Special Education at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Dr. Van
Acker began his career in education as a high school math and science teacher. His ability to work effectively with
troubled youth resulted in his becoming a teacher of students with emotional and behavioral disorders. He also worked
as a child care worker in a residential care center for children and youth with emotional disorders. Since earning his
doctorate, Rick has been engaged in teacher education at the UIC. His research explores the development of antisocial
behavior in children – attempting to identify effective prevention and intervention strategies. Rick has served as
president of the International Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders (a Division of the Council for Exceptional
Children). He currently is a member of both the advisory committee and the professional development committee of
the Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavioral Disorders. Rick’s research has been published in over 100
professional journal articles, book chapters, monographs and books. His latest book is titled ‘Cognitive Behavioral
Interventions for Emotional Disorder: School-Based Practice (Guilford Press).

Julie J. Weatherly, Esq. is the owner of Resolutions in Special Education, Inc. with attorneys in Birmingham and Mobile,
Alabama. Julie is a member of the State Bars of Alabama and Georgia, and for almost 30 years, has provided legal
representation and consultative services to school districts and other agencies in the area of educating students with
disabilities. She has been a member of the faculty for many national and state legal institutes and is a frequent speaker
at special education law conferences. Julie has developed a number of videotape training series on special education
law and has been published nationally as a part of her trainings, workshops and seminars. She is the author of the legal
update article for the National CASE quarterly newsletter and is a member of LRP’s Special Education Attorneys Advisory
Council. In June of 1996, Julie appeared with Leslie Stahl on CBS news program “60 Minutes” to discuss the cost of
meeting the legal requirements of the IDEA. In 1998, she was honored by Georgia’s Council for Exceptional Children as
Georgia’s Individual who had Contributed Most to Students with Disabilities and, in April 2012, Julie received the
National CASE Award for Outstanding Service.

